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YOUR HOLIDAY GUIDE TO THE PARKS

The holiday season is the perfect time for going green and giving back to your Gold-

en Gate National Parks. This year, make earth-friendly gifts at Crissy Field Center,

explore national treasures like Alcatraz Island during the quiet months, give the gift

of Parks Conservancy membership, and find the perfect present in our park

stores—where all your purchases support our education and restoration programs.

CRAFT SOME HOLIDAY CHEER
AT CRISSY FIELD

At Crissy Field Center’s fifth annual
Season’s Greenings, your whole
family will enjoy making their own
eco-conscious gifts. Create contain-
er gardens, digital greetings cards,
and other unigue gifts made from
recycled materials. December 6,

10 AM-3 pM, activities range from
$1to $5.

Want more crafty fun at the Center?
Stop by and create Winter Wonder-
land Villages entirely from recycled
materials. Fun for all ages! Decem-
ber 13, 1-3 pM, $15 per family or $5
per individual.

Visit www.crissyfield.org for more
family-friendly activities this winter
at Crissy Field Center.

GIVE THE GIFT OF THE PARKS

A membership in the Parks Conser-
vancy makes a perfect gift for
someone you love. They’ll get the
tremendous satisfaction of knowing
that they are stewards of these
parklands—and enjoy all the
benefits of membership, including
invitations to members-only hikes, a
15-percent discount in our park
stores, a subscription to Gateways
and Park Adventures, and more. As a
holiday bonus, they also will receive
a limited-edition fleece blanket fea-
turing Michael Schwab’s iconic Alca-
traz image—great for winter trips.

Gift memberships are available at
the Park Sponsor level of $60 or
higher and can be purchased at
www.parksconservancy.org or by
calling (415) 561-3060. Members

can purchase Gift Memberships at
their 15-percent discount, and five
or more Gift Memberships receive
20-percent off.

“ROCK” THOSE
WINTER BLUES AWAY

Make an island getaway to Alcatraz
this winter. You’ll get a chance to
experience the Rock, with all its
stark beauty and storied history—
without the usual crowds! Linger
longer in the cellblocks and around
the Alcatraz Gardens. Sure, it’s a bit
chillier, but warm up with a

piping hot beverage on us.

Just show your Parks Conservancy
membership card at the museum
store, from January 1to February
28, 2009, and enjoy a free coffee,
tea, or hot chocolate.

INSTITUTE
PROGRAMS

NOW OPEN FOR
DISCUSSION

HE INSTITUTE AT THE GOLDEN

Gate has launched a real con-
versation starter. The Institute, a
new program of the Parks Conser-
vancy in partnership with the Na-
tional Park Service, aims to bring
together leaders from all sectors
for collaboration and action on en-
vironmental change. It took a step
toward bringing the public into that
dialogue through the “Head in the
Sky, Feet in the Mud” lecture series.

Held in association with Conserva-
tion International,
the Northern Trust
Bank-sponsored
series brings eco-
innovators to Cav-
allo Point at Fort
Baker for engaging conversations.
Carlos Manuel Rodriguez, former

Minister of Environment and Ener-
gy in Costa Rica, started the series
on September 18 by discussing how
that country reversed its loss of
forest cover.

“This is a very noble cause,” Ro-
driguez said to an audience of 80
community members. “I care for
my kids. I care for my grandkids....
And I want them to live the same
quality of life I am living right now.”

Coming up, we will host talks with
the Conservation Study Institute
on climate change and a forum on
urban protected areas. For event
details and past lecture videos, visit
www.instituteatgoldengate.org.

Give the Gift of Muir

Nature’s Beloved Son: Rediscovering
John Muir’s Botanical Legacy ($45),
by environmental historian Bonnie
Gisel, features breathtaking prints of
Muir’s botanical
specimens as
captured by pho-
tographer Stephen
Joseph. This cloth-
bound edition,
packed with over
150 stunning
images, makes a
perfect gift.

Special Book-Signing Event

Stop by the Crissy Field Center on
December 4, 6-8 pM, to meet Gisel
and Joseph, who will sign copies of
their book and give a multimedia
presentation.

HOLIDAY

Annual Members
EDITION Discount Weekend

PARK STORE

PICKS

Roatires Nelowved Son

December 6 and 7: Come to the Warming
Hut or Crissy Field Center store and enjoy
a 20-percent discount. Simply show your
membership ID at the register. Finish your
holiday shopping in an eco-friendly way—
with the satisfaction your purchases, as al-
ways, support environmental education
programs of the Parks Conservancy!

Hot Gift Ideas

Our exclusive jumbo Warming Hut mugs,
featuring the distinctive work of celebrated
artist Paul Madonna (“All Over Coffee”), are

great for hot bever-
ages on a brisk win-
ter day. Available in
black or white. Indi-
vidual mugs for $10,
or two for $15 in our
stores and online.

Feed Your Holiday Spirit

Visit the Warming Hut, located at the west end of Crissy
Field, for a delicious lunch. Then browse a tasty selection of
organic and locally produced jams, mustards, oils, and choco-
lates. Bay Area farmers are showcased in our cafe and store
selections. Give a gift this season your loved ones will love!

Find these and other gift ideas (and store locations and
directions) at www.parksconservancy.org/store

CONSERVANCY
WELCOMES
JOHN MURRAY

HE PARKS CONSERVANCY IS
Tpleased to announce that John
Murray has been elected as the
newest member of our Board of
Trustees.
John is CEO
of Ele-
mentog,
LLC, a con-
sulting firm
that helps
businesses
transform to
meet the
challenges of
technology. In addition to expertise
in applying technological solutions
for businesses and nonprofits, John
brings a strong commitment to
parks. He is past president of the
San Francisco Recreation and Park
Commission and past member of
the California State Park and
Recreation Commission and the
San Francisco Parks Trust. John
and his family are frequent visitors
to our parks, and we're delighted
that John has chosen to deepen his
involvement.
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LANDS END RESTORATION WORK,

MAKING A DIFFERENCE
ENHANCEMENTS ON AN EXCITING TRACK

HE ONGOING REVITALIZATION
T01c Lands End is moving “full
steam ahead,” but we made a cel-
ebratory whistle-stop on October
18 to mark the completion of the
first phase of work at this nation-
al park site along San Francisco’s
rugged northwestern corner.

The festive event, which attract-
ed hundreds of community mem-
bers, featured a Ferris wheel,
“train” rides, corn dogs, and Cliff
House clam chowder—hearken-
ing back to Lands End’s past

as an entertainment and recre-
ation destination around the turn
of the 20th century. During the
1890s, Merrie Way—the focus of
our most recent improvement ef-
forts—hosted a roller coaster and other rides,
exhibits, and concessions along a “midway.”

At the redesigned and recently opened Merrie
Way trailhead and promenade, visitors can now
enjoy a new Pacific overlook above the Sutro
Baths, interpretive kiosks leading to the

Coastal Trail, enhanced ADA accessibility,
improved safety and environmental features

in the parking area, and beautiful native plants
grown from our restoration nurseries.

The first phase of work at Lands End, led by the
Parks Conservancy and the National Park Serv-
ice and driven by countless volunteers, also
opened vistas to the Golden Gate, revitalized
forest health, restored habitat, added informa-
tional signage, improved trails, and constructed
overlooks and an ADA-accessible promenade.

A temporary Ferris wheel added historical flair to the Oct. 18 event.

We are deeply grateful to the Richard and Rho-
da Goldman Foundation for their lead gift and
also to the Horace W. Goldsmith Foundation,
California Coastal Conservancy, and members
of the Parks Conservancy for their support
throughout the process.

We encourage you to attend our ongoing Lands
End hikes and walks, which feature experts
talking about the area’s remarkable history,
geology, birds, and butterflies; check our online
calendar at www.parksconservancy.org for
upcoming events.

More improvements to the trails, overlooks,
and habitat areas of Lands End are coming
soon! To find out how you can contribute to our
ongoing work, contact Kathryn Morelli at (415)
561-3050 or kmorelli@parksconservancy.org.

AT MARSH-SIDE DINNER

ORE THAN 430 PARK LOVERS GATHERED at Crissy

Field on October 3 for the sixth annual Trails Forev-
er Dinner. The popular benefit event raised more than
$700,000 for trail improvements and habitat restoration
in the Golden Gate National Parks. In addition to an excit-
ing auction of exceptional
park experiences, guests
enjoyed dinner along the
Bay, songs by the campfire,
and views of the Golden
Gate Bridge. Special
thanks go out to Dinner
Co-Chairs Kelly Halper
and Linda Howell, and the entire dinner committee, for
their vision and support. We also extend our gratitude
to Unilever and our other sponsors; our park partners the
National Park Service and the Presidio Trust; and Doug
McConnell, who was honored at the dinner for his service
as a great park advocate. For photos from the evening,
visit www.parksconservancy.org. To find out how you
can support our work on trails, contact Kathryn Morelli
at (415) 561-3050 or kmorelli@parksconservancy.org.

Greg Moore, with Linda Howell
(left) and Kelly Halper
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m Distance: Two miles (one way) Tennessee Hollow, the Presidio’s largest watershed,

features peaceful groves, charming bridges, hidden
creeks, and precious habitats. Named for the 1st
Tennessee Volunteer Regiment, which made camp

on the low ground near Lovers Lane Bridge (4) before
shipping out to the Philippines in the Spanish-
American War, this watershed covers 271 diverse and
beautiful acres.

This walk takes hikers from Inspiration Point (1) down
to El Polin Spring (2), and then runs beside the east-
ernmost branch of the three-pronged creek that flows
into Crissy Field Marsh. Although much of the creek

is out of view in concrete channels, be sure to linger
at the little oasis (3), where you’ll spy the birds that
thrive along this longest stretch of remnant creek.
Near Wayburn Redwood Grove (5), see the recently
restored creek that had been contained for decades
beneath an Army landfill.

Give a lift to our trail work and double the impact of
your gift. Contribute to the matching challenge made
possible by the Evelyn and Walter Haas, Jr. Fund’s gift
for Presidio trails, bikeways, and overlooks. The gift
funds Presidio improvements, including a new trail
through Tennessee Hollow. Contact Kathryn Morelli at
(415) 561-3050 or kmorelli@parksconservancy.org.

For a full guide and map, visit our park partner the
Presidio Trust at www.presidio.gov/trust/projects/tenn.

Presidio Park Walks describes hikes and adventures along the trails
of the Presidio, a park for all forever among our Golden Gate National
Parks.

PITCH-IN REPORT

m In breaking another record for participation,
California Coastal Cleanup Day on September
20 was an ungualified success. Over 3,000
volunteers came out in San Francisco, and 2,300
of them helped in the Golden Gate National
Parks. We salute our site captains and all the
volunteers who collected approximately 5,000
pounds of trash and recyclables. Special thanks
go to Sunset Scavenger Co. and the entire com-
munity for their cooperation in reducing the
number of bags used this year.
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m Mark your calendars for February 2, 2009! Our
annual Muir Woods “Earth Day” celebration is a
perfect opportunity to enjoy the beauty of the
redwoods while helping to restore and preserve
this national treasure. Registration starts at 8 Am,
and the event lasts until 1 pm. All participants are
welcome to stay for lunch. For details on this
event and other opportunities, call (415) 561-
3077 or e-mail volunteer@parksconservancy.org.

Pitch-In Report features news from the volunteer programs of
the Parks Conservancy, National Park Service, and Presidio Trust.

The myriad trails of the Golden Gate National Parks form an extensive network that connects millions of people to natural landscapes and deepens public
awareness of the parks’ grandeur and fragility. The Trails Forever initiative, launched in 2003, is renovating and expanding park trails to build a world-class
trail system and protecting natural areas north and south of the Golden Gate. By dramatically improving the ways people experience and explore these won-
T RAI LS drous places, Trails Forever is making the Golden Gate National Parks more welcoming and sustainable, while inspiring a deeper appreciation for nature and
VER

our sense of stewardship. The Trails Forever initiative is sponsored by the Parks Conservancy, the National Park Service, and the Presidio Trust.
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GOLDEN GATE
NATIONAL

HOTEL VITALE PARKS
GIVES BACK
TO THE PARKS

HE GOLDEN GATE NATIONAL BOARD OF
o TRUSTEES
Parks Conservancy is delighted
b I Vitale's philanthropi Mark Buell
to be Hotel Vitale's philanthropic Chair
partner in their “You Can Make a Alexander H.
Difference” program. Hotel Vitale, Schilling
a Joie de Vivre hotel, is a luxury Vice Chair
boutique hotel on San Francisco’s Lynn Mellen Wendell
waterfront that strives to make a Vice Chair
positive impact on our community. Regina Liang
Muehlhauser
/ITALE  Aspartof Treasurer
their “Joie de Michael Barr
Vivre Gives” initiative, “You Can Secreary
Make a Difference” invites hotel Milton Chen
guests to add $1 for each night David Courtney
stayed to help support local chari- Paula F. Downey
- ties. John C. Gamble
Ardith Betts (center) teams with fellow hawkwatchers to monitor and tally raptors. Walter J. Haas

Since April, our partnership with
Sally Hambrecht

EXTRAORDINARY HAWKWATCHER Hotel Vitale has resulted in more N —

than $20,000 for Parks Conservan-

KEEPS HER EYES ON THE SKIES cy programs. This remarkable sup- Colin Lind

port illustrates the value people Phil Marineau

HROUGH HER WORK AT THE ASIA as still as can be. It was very pale, and from around the world place on our Amy S. McCombs
Foundation, Ardith Betts flew back I thought, ‘That’s just the strangest gull Golden Gate National Parks. John E. McCosker
and forth across the Pacific Ocean many I've ever seen!” John Murray

Hotel Vitale employees also have

times each year. On one occasion, her Jacob E. Perea

. . The electric thrill of seeing a rare bird— become actively involved as volun- _

airline itinerary consisted of no less than ) ; . . Rob Price
. and the camaraderie born of braving teers in the Golden Gate National
27 segments. Now, recently retired, . i ) Gail P. Seneca
. blazing sun and bitter winds together— Parks. Our Corporate Partners pro- '
she has more time to devote to her ) i Staci Slaughter
. . . . unite the hawkwatchers. They also share gram engages companies and their 9

volunteering passion—monitoring flight o ) Michael Willi

atterns a strong conviction that their volunteer employees through volunteer op- ichael Willis
P ' work contributes to the protection of portunities and financial support _ LifisonkTO the .
Every autumn since 1998, Ardith has wildlife. for programs such as the Crissy Nuﬂ?gc?rsioéjm?zon
spent every other Friday with a team Field Center, Trails Forever, and

Liaison to the

“It’s so important for humans to be in L ]
William Kent Society

Site Stewardship.
touch with nature,” Ardith

of Golden Gate Raptor

Observatory (GGRO) o . Julie Parish
volunteers who keep their explains. “So I have to do For details on our Corporate Part-

eyes on the skies above what I can, both personal- ners program, call Ben Harwood NG:'Idenl IGﬁat:
the Marin Headlands. The ly and financially, to make at (415) 561-3036 or e-mail him at :olnosr;:va:::ys
hawkwatchers spend six sure people in the future bharwood@parksconservancy.org. Greg Moore
hours each day rotating will have the opportuni- Executive Director

through stations posi- ties I do.

tioned at four quadrants
of sky, identifying and tal-
lying the birds of prey

Public Agency

Through her involvement Partners
with the Raptor Observa-

tory, Ardith also became a

National Park

Service
they see. The GGRO Hawk member of the Parks Con- Golden Gate
Watch, a fixture at Hawk servancy in 1998. National Parks
Hill for 25 years, has produced reams of Brian O’Neill

“I'll be around for a couple more
decades” she said. “But the GGRO will Hotel Vitale volunteers helped with

be here for the next century and be- lessingia recovery in the Presidio The Presidio Trust
yond—and so will these parks. It’s ordi- David Grubb

] Chair, Board of Directors
nary people who are going to ensure -
Craig Middleton

long-term scientific data on raptors that General Superintendent
pass through the Pacific flyaway, one of
the most important migratory routes in

North America.

At the peak of the migration season, in that happens.” Executive Director
early October, the volunteers might see

500 to 700 raptors a day. Though Ardith For more information on how you can Editor: Michael Hsu
has seen countless birds in her decade make a contribution to GGRO, please Art Direction/Design:

Ellen Fortier, Robert

with the GGRO, she remembers a few of call Wendy Marinaccio at (415) 561-
Peden & Bill Prochnow

3051. For details on volunteering with
GGRO, call (415) 331-0730 or click on
the link at www.parksconservancy.org.

them vividly. “I still remember my first
ferrug (ferruginous hawk),” she said. “It
came straight up out of Kirby Cove—just

Production: Bill Prochnow
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STEP UP TO THE PLATE FOR THE BAY

ELP MAKE A BRILLIANT NEW BAY AREA LICENSE PLATE A REALITY! This special plate
H program, led by the California State Coastal Conservancy, benefits restoration and
conservation efforts around the Bay—includ-
ing in your Golden Gate National Parks.

. ; P ™
{,/; ﬁ A Before the Department of Motor Vehicles be-

gins issuing this new plate, the campaign must

collect 7,500 paid pledges by summer 2009.

The plates cost $50 for initial registration ($90
o HATHES WITHEN BEESZH *

for personalized plates), with annual renewal

fees. Pledge today and proclaim your commit-

ment to protecting the natural spaces that make the Bay Area so special. To sign up,
visit www.bayarealicenseplate.org or call (877) 4SF-BAY1.

Direct correspondence to:
Editor, Gateways
Parks Conservancy
Building 201, Fort Mason
San Francisco
CA 94123-1399
editor@
parksconservancy.org
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