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FIRST ANNUAL MEMBERS DAY:
EARTH STROLLIN’ AT CRISSY
Celebrate Earth

Day and enjoy your

membership in the

Golden Gate Na-

tional Parks on

April 18, 2009!

Grab your Earth

Stroll passport

(FREE for mem-

bers) and amble

around Crissy Field

from 10 AM to 3 PM,

enjoying a host of activities from over 20 organiza-

tions. Highlights include a bicycle rodeo, marsh

bird watching, seed planting for the Presidio nurs-

ery, and visiting with park rangers on horseback.

Then join us in the Members Tent for kayaking and

windsurfing lessons, wildlife talks, kite making and

nature crafts, live music, and a free trail necker-

chief—just for our members! Watch for your Mem-

bers Day invitation in the mail. Earth Stroll is open

to the public; visit www.crissyfield.org for details.
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YOUTH IN THE PARKS,
TO THE WIDER WORLD

By Avy Mallik

Program Coordinator, Institute at the Golden Gate

IN EARLY OCTOBER, I attended the World Conser-
vation Congress, a summit held every four years

by the International Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN). The gathering in Barcelona, Spain
brought together over 8,000 environmentalists,
nonprofit leaders, entrepreneurs, and innovators.
Greg Moore and Cleveland Justis of the Parks Con-
servancy and Chris Powell of the National Park
Service also represented our parks.

During the five-day conference, my most power-
ful interactions were with grassroots environ-
mentalists from throughout the world, ranging
from Pacific Islander youth activists to Alaskan
indigenous community leaders. I became friends
with a young Rwandan
who helped poachers of
mountain gorillas come
out of hiding and become
farmers. To me, he repre-
sents the next generation
of innovative activism.

This conference was
particularly meaningful be-
cause I believe strongly in the issues discussed—
more youth in parks, minorities in leadership, and
environmental awareness in urban areas. After
immigrating to the U.S., I found the values of our
society best expressed in conservation. In high
school, I volunteered pulling invasive species at
Crissy Field Marsh. I became an I-YEL (Inspiring
Young Emerging Leaders) intern at Crissy Field
Center, where we undertook projects to promote
environmentalism in urban communities.

Thank you to Parks Conservancy members for
nurturing a better future—by supporting youth
programs like I-YEL and new initiatives such as
the Institute at the Golden Gate.

To learn how to support I-YEL and other youth park
initiatives, contact Ben Harwood at (415) 561-3036.

� Become a “member” of

the Institute on Facebook

and interact with us. Visit

www.facebook.com and

search for “Institute at the Golden Gate.”

� For the latest updates on “Turning the Tide,” visit

www.instituteatgoldengate.org.

CONNECT WITH THE INSTITUTE

NEW OUTDOOR GEAR

Brave brisk spring breezes with our new

jackets and windbreakers.

The trail-chic Golden Gate

National Parks women’s

jacket (shown in light char-

treuse with black trim) fea-

tures a soft water-resistant

outer shell, fine micro-fleece

lining, and adjustable cuffs

closures, $49.95 ($42.50 for

members). Men’s version

available online.

Our sturdy, cool-gray

Alcatraz windbreaker is

lightweight but tough, fea-

turing a sleek water-resist-

ant fabric, a secure zipper

plus Velcro over-flap clo-

sure, and a hidden hood. A perfect layer to wear for a park

hike, $27.95 ($23.75 for members).

Conservancy Trustee Charlene

Harvey and her granddaughter

Genny in the Presidio, sporting

the new windbreaker and jacket

MUIR WOODS
MEDITATIONS

This beautiful new book from the

Parks Conservancy showcases 50

astonishing images of Muir Woods

as you’ve never seen it before—

captured by Stephen Joseph during

his year photographing the

primeval forest.

Also featuring the

wise words of painters,

poets, scientists, and

sages, this charming

book opens a fresh per-

spective on a beloved

national monument.

Makes a great gift;

only $8.95 ($7.60

for members).

PA R K
S T O R E
PICKS

Items available in park stores (check website for locations) and online at www.parksconservancy.org/store.

INSTITUTE’S FIRST SIGNATURE PROGRAM
TO ‘TURN THE TIDE’ FOR THE ENVIRONMENT

ANEW ENVIRONMENTAL INSTITUTE has been forged
to leap from discussions around a table to pos-

itive change on the ground. More than a one-time
conference, it represents a long-term focused
commitment from some of the most dedicated and
innovative “doers” on the planet.

It’s the Institute at the Golden Gate, a program
of the Golden Gate National Parks Conservancy
in partnership with the National Park Service. The
Institute’s premier signature program, April 2 and
3, is themed “Turning the Tide”—a metaphor for
a powerful movement toward global sustainability.

“The event will embody the Institute’s mission to
convene, collaborate, and catalyze change for the
betterment of our environment,” said Greg Moore,
executive director of the Parks Conservancy.

Convening at Fort Baker—the site of the most re-
cent post-to-park conversion—the two-day pro-
gram gathers leaders and difference makers from
all fields and across sectors into working groups
called “guilds.” More than just think tanks, these

“action tanks” form around topics such as Business
and Environment, Planetary Survival, and Health
and National Resilience. By keeping guild partici-
pants connected and energized, the Institute helps
the guilds spur and sustain action.

In addition to the initial guild meetings, the signa-
ture event will feature a public lecture and dinner.
The public is also invited to engage with “Turning
the Tide” by visiting the Institute online (see box).

The Institute is the logical extension of the Conser-
vancy’s vision and accomplishments. Through sup-
portive members like you, the Parks Conservancy
has a remarkable record of park-building and
youth development. The Institute will apply the
conservation ethic that sustains this park to chal-
lenges beyond the Bay Area and across the globe.

The Institute is grateful for generous support from
the Pisces Foundation, Bank of America, Marin
Community Foundation, Tauck Romano Innovative
Philanthropy Inc., Change Happens Foundation, and
Fort Baker Retreat Group.



� Distance: 0.8 mile

� Difficulty: Easy

� Time: 30 minutes

This spring, soak up the colors of

Lobos Creek Valley, tucked in the

southwestern corner of the Pre-

sidio. Along this trail (the first half

of which is elevated boardwalk),

enjoy a profusion of native wild-

flowers restored to the area.

In late spring, look for rare plants

such as the weird, anemone-like

San Francisco spineflower, San

Francisco lessingia (yellow flow-

ers), and the vivacious dune gilia

(purple). Also look for cheerful

blooms of yellow bush lupine,

yarrow (white daisy-like flowers),

and lizardtail (yellow).

These charismatic species are na-

tive to the delicate coastal dune

habitat that once dominated the

western edge of San Francisco.

The sand dunes of Lobos Creek—

damaged by years of military use

and beloved by people such as

photographer Ansel Adams (who

grew up nearby)—are being reha-

bilitated through the efforts of the

Presidio Trust, Parks Conservancy,

National Park Service, and count-

less volunteers.

Further improvements are slated

for the Lobos Creek Valley area, in-

cluding a new overlook and addi-

tional trails. Help make them a real-

ity by contributing to the Presidio

Trails, Bikeways, and Overlooks

matching grant—through which

your gift will be more than doubled

by the Evelyn and Walter Haas, Jr.

Fund. Contact Kathryn Morelli at

(415) 561-3050 or kmorelli@
parksconservancy.org for details.

For more on Presidio wildflowers,

visit www.nps.gov/prsf/naturescience/plants.htm.

Presidio Park Walks is regular feature describing

hikes and adventures along the trails of the Presidio.

Top: Dune gilia Bottom: Yellow bush lupine
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PITCH-IN REPORT

� BIG MONTH: April features Earth Day

(4/22), National Park Week (April 18-26),

and National Volunteer Week (April

19-25). Celebrate it all by signing up for

one of our many convenient volunteer

opportunities in the park. For our drop-

in programs, call (415) 561-3077, e-mail

volunteer@parksconservancy.org, or visit

www.parksconservancy.org.

� TEENS ON TRAILS: Teens, turn your day

off into a “day on” the trails! This spring,

help our Golden Gate National Parks at

special programs for Cesar Chavez Day

(3/30) and National Youth Service

Day/Arbor Day (4/25). Fulfills school

service requirements. For details, reach

us at the contact information above.

The myriad trails of the Golden Gate National Parks form an extensive network that connects millions of people to natural landscapes and deepens public

awareness of the parks’ grandeur and fragility. The Trails Forever initiative, launched in 2003, is renovating and expanding park trails to build a world-class

trail system and protecting natural areas north and south of the Golden Gate. By dramatically improving the way people experience and explore these won-

drous places, Trails Forever is making the Golden Gate National Parks more welcoming and sustainable, while inspiring a deeper appreciation for nature and

our sense of stewardship. The Trails Forever initiative is sponsored by the Parks Conservancy, the National Park Service, and the Presidio Trust.

PRESIDIO TRAILS
NEED YOU TO KEEP
WORK ROLLING

IN TODAY’S UNCERTAIN ECONOMY, we
invite you, your family, and friends to

rediscover the Golden Gate National
Parks. While many of our beloved cultural
institutions and recreational venues must
charge an admission fee, almost all of our
park trails, picnic sites, and scenic areas
remain available to the entire community.

Explore some of our most recently en-
hanced trails in the Presidio. The Battery
East Trail, accessed from Lincoln Boule-
vard as it approaches the Golden Gate
Bridge from the east, has seen dramatic
improvement (see above). Thanks to dona-
tions to the Presidio Trails, Bikeways, and
Overlooks matching challenge, this trail
is safer, cleaner, and more accessible.

This spring, also check out the Bay Area
Ridge Trail, which swings by “The Spire,”
a new piece by artist Andy Goldsworthy.
Visit www.presidio.gov for exhibit details.

Once the Conservancy raises $7 million for
that matching gift, the Evelyn and Walter
Haas, Jr. Fund will contribute $10 million.
We’re more than halfway there! To make
a contribution, contact Kathryn Morelli at
kmorelli@parksconservancy.org or (415)
561-3050. Thank you!

SUSANNE MARUOKA is
a prodigious walker.

Steeled by early-morning
walks around Lands End,
this longtime San Francisco
resident and grandmother
of six recently enjoyed a
19-day backpacking adven-
ture in Patagonia, sleeping
in snow-covered tents and
trekking up to 10 miles a
day.

Naturally, she’s a perfect
Trail Keeper.

The Trail Keepers program,
which has grown to 45
participants in its first full
year, trains volunteers to
hike park sites throughout
the Golden Gate National
Parks, monitoring trail use
and conditions and greet-
ing visitors. Volunteers
walk the trail at least three
times a month—at times
of their choosing. The
flexibility of this volunteer
opportunity was especially
appealing to Susanne.

“I can do it on my own
schedule, whenever I have
the time, which is perfect
for me,” says Susanne, a
Conservancy member since 1992. “Sometimes I’ll take
friends with me on weekends to Lands End, while I do
my trail-keeping.”

Susanne moved to the Richmond
district in 1965 and has seen it all
in the Outer Lands—the last days
of Playland at Ocean Beach, Sutro
Baths before they burned down,
the time when Lands End was
“horribly gnarly” and unsavory.

Now, thanks to the Parks Conser-
vancy, National Park Service, and
community volunteers, visitors
enjoy restored habitat, improved
trails, spectacular new vistas, and
better access to this special place.
It’s all been made possible by the
lead gift of the Richard and Rhoda
Goldman Foundation and support
from the Horace W. Goldsmith
Foundation, California Coastal
Conservancy, and the members of
the Parks Conservancy.

“Before you couldn’t really see the
views, and now it’s a great place
to visit,” Susanne says.

She often walks with two young
grandchildren, ages 5 and 8, who
have become equally enthusiastic
in sharing Trail Keeper duties.
“They take it very seriously,”
Susanne says. “We count walkers,
runners, dogs, strollers, bikes,
people using wheelchairs—and
they make sure I write it all
down.”

Not that Susanne needs too much help. After all,
she’s survived the Patagonian wilderness. “The walk
at Lands End has become a lot easier,” she laughs.
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TRAIL KEEPER: LONGTIME NEIGHBOR TAKES STEPS
FOR SUSTAINING RESTORED LANDS END

BE A KEEPER!

We are looking for Trail Keepers to hike the

Presidio, Lands End, Marin Headlands, and San

Mateo County sites (Phleger Estate, Milagra

Ridge, Sweeney Ridge, Mori Point). For details,

contact Jennifer Greene at (415) 561-3086 or

jgreene@parksconservancy.org.

Trail Keeper Susanne Maruoka walks up from a Lands

End overlook with her grandchildren Ruby and Niko.
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PARKS FOR ALL FOREVERTM

GGRO FALL
MIGRATION
REPORT

THE NUMBER OF RAPTORS spot-
ted in the fall 2008 season

was below average—but don’t let
simple statistics ruffle your feath-
ers.

“It’s hard to make sense of an in-
dividual season; there’s just so
much room for bias in the num-
bers,” says Allen Fish, director of
the Golden Gate Raptor Observa-

tory, a program of
the Parks Conser-
vancy which has
been studying
birds of prey in the

Marin Headlands for 25 years. On
and around Hawk Hill, 262 com-
munity volunteers participated
this past season in counting,
banding, or tracking raptors along
an important migratory flyway.

Although the 23,434 raptor sight-
ings in fall 2008 represent a 23-
percent dip below the ten-year
average, Fish says the decrease

might be attributed to cyclical
(and natural) predator-prey popu-
lation fluctuations. Many fac-
tors—including bad weather in
the Headlands or the June wild-
fires across California—potential-
ly explain the low counts.

It’s too soon to draw conclusions
from the decline in sightings of
the most frequently seen “bread
and butter” raptors: red-tailed,
Cooper’s, and sharp-shinned
hawks, and the turkey vulture.
“Where have all the most com-
mon birds gone? It’s the penetrat-
ing—but ultimately unanswer-
able—question,” Fish says.

But in a quarter century of moni-
toring birds of prey, the GGRO has
answered many other raptor
questions. A record number of
peregrines (10) were banded this
past season—further evidence of
the falcon’s recovery from its per-
ilous state in the 1970s due to
DDT (see sidebar).

The copious data collected by
GGRO volunteer researchers have
resulted in breakthroughs on
everything from raptor species
differentiation to gender identifi-
cation. GGRO volunteers and
staff, along with UC-Davis re-
searchers, recently published four
scientific articles in publications
like the Journal of Field Ornitholo-
gy and Molecular Ecology. “This
was an incredible year for what
happened behind the scenes,” Fish
says.

To get involved in 2009, attend
GGRO recruitment meetings in
April or May. For details, call Jill
Harley at (415) 331-0730. Visit
www.parksconservancy.org for
details on volunteering and ways
to contribute to the GGRO.

JOIN US ON FACEBOOK FOR THE LATEST PARK NEWS

Check out the Parks Conservancy Facebook page and see upcoming hikes and talks, recent

updates from our experts in the field, tips on enjoying the parks, and much more! You don’t

have to be a member of Facebook to view our page. Visit www.parksconservancy.org, click

“Membership,” and follow the link to our Facebook page. When you join us as a “fan,” you can

upload your park photos, hear about volunteer events, and meet other Conservancy supporters

and park lovers. Get involved, get together, and get out on the trails!

IN 2008, OVER 22,000 COMMUNITY vol-
unteers—the most ever in the Golden

Gate National Parks and more than
twice the number of volunteers of any
other national park—made vital contri-
butions throughout our parklands.

The Pacific Gas and Elec-
tric Company played a ma-
jor role in reaching that as-
tonishing mark. In addition

to providing generous financial support
to enhance and expand the Parks Con-
servancy’s volunteer programs, 160
PG&E employees contributed 480 hours
to support restoration of both natural
and cultural resources in the Presidio.
PG&E volunteers pitched in at Presidio

sites such as Dragonfly Creek, Battery
Marcus Miller, Inspiration Point, and the
Presidio Native Plant Nursery. Employ-
ees also helped restore the beautiful
and historic gardens on Alcatraz, once
planted by the military, prison staff, and
inmates.

PG&E’s contributions and other
philanthropic support for park-based
environmental stewardship and
community outreach have helped our
volunteer program achieve extraordi-
nary results. To help sustain that suc-
cess through the Parks Conservancy’s
Corporate Partners program, please
contact Ben Harwood at (415) 561-3036
or bharwood@parksconservancy.org.

� Name: Falco peregrinus;

peregrine means “wanderer,”

as some falcons fly up to 8,000

miles each migration

� Features: Fast flappers with

powerful breast muscles and

pointed wings; dark heads

� Fun fact: About 40 percent of

the earth’s land mass is home

to a peregrine

� Status: Due to the ban on DDT

and conservation programs, peregrines have

shown greatest change of all raptors moni-

tored since GGRO began—in 1984 one falcon

was sighted every 20 hours; in 2008, one

every two hours

� GGRO Science: Clear

rise in number of peregrine

sightings from 1984 to

2008 strongly corroborates

the increased numbers

across California; statewide

survey in 1970 turned up

five nesting pairs, estimates

in recent years are between

250 and 300 pairs

� In the Parks: Spots for

winter and spring pere-

grine-watching include: (1)

both ends of the Golden Gate Bridge land-

ings, (2) the faux rock walls of Sutro Heights

Park out to Seal Rock, and (3) Muir and

Tennessee Beaches and surrounding cliffs.

THE TALON FILE/PEREGRINE FALCON

Original Raptor Observatory founding member Russ DeLong

(aka “Uncle Fuzzy” ) and a banded juvenile red-tailed hawk.
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CONSERVANCY WORKS
ON “UNTOLD STORIES”

In support of “America’s Best Idea,”

Ken Burns’ upcoming documentary

series on national parks, the Parks

Conservancy will announce in April

a partnership initiative with Northern

California Public Broadcasting

(KQED, KTEH, KQET).

Through a nationwide outreach pro-

gram for the series called “Untold

Stories,” the Parks Conservancy will

work with local PBS affiliates on a

“digital storytelling” project to

collect vignettes on the personal

meaning of the national parks.

“America’s Best Idea” airs in Septem-

ber, but Conservancy members can

catch an exclusive sneak peek on

April 22 and meet Ken Burns. Check

www.parksconservancy.org for up-

dates on ticket information.

PG&E BOOSTS RECORD-BREAKING
VOLUNTEER NUMBERS IN OUR PARKS




